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Community Care Fund Elderly Dental Assistance Programme

The Community Care Fund (CCF) “Elderly Dental Assistance Programme” (the
programme) was rolled out with the assistance of the Hong Kong Dental
Association on 24 September 2012 to subsidise low-income and needy elders for
dentures and related dental services.

In view of the large number of elders in Hong Kong and given that the number of
elders aged 60 and above is over 1.4 million, the then Steering Committee on the
CCF (the Steering Committee) considered that there was a need to set the priority
and the number of beneficiaries for the programme, and that the screening
mechanism to identify target beneficiaries should be simple and direct as far as
possible.  After detailed deliberation, the Steering Committee decided that
priority should be accorded to elders who are users of the “Integrated Home Care
Services” and the “Enhanced Home and Community Care Services” (home care
services) subvented by the Social Welfare Department (SWD) and who are not
recipients of Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) for dentures and
related dental services. It is because this group of elders neither benefit from
the dental grant under the CSSA scheme nor the Pilot Project on Outreach
Primary Dental Care Services for the Elderly in Residential Care Homes and Day
Care Centres. Besides, they may be encountering difficulties in seeking the
necessary dental services due to poor health conditions, financial hardship or lack
of care, etc. As at 31 May 2013, 259 dentists and 47 NGO dental clinics have
enrolled for the programme. A total of 575 elders have been referred to the
participating dentists / dental clinics for dental services under the programme.

The CCF has been integrated into the work of the Commission on Poverty (CoP)
since 2013. The CCF Task Force under the CoP has been monitoring the
implementation of the programme, and a working group has been set up to
review the eligibility criteria taking into account the progress of implementation
and the experience gained. When the programme was first rolled out, eligible
elders should be users of the home care services subvented by SWD as at 31
December 2011. Since the implementation of the programme, some elders
requested to relax this specified date. In response to such requests and taking
into account the recommendations of the CCF Task Force and its working group,
the CoP approved at its meeting on 2 May this year to extend the specified date
for having been users of home care services from “as at 31 December 2011” to
“as at 31 December 2012” so as to expand the pool of eligible elders.



Apart from the above, some non-governmental organisations (NGOs) indicated
their difficulty in implementing the programme because of manpower shortage.
In order to provide NGOs with more resources to employ adequate manpower for
addressing the operational needs of the programme and to encourage these NGOs
for referring elders to receive the dental services, the CoP has also approved at its
meeting on 2 May to adjust the payment terms to NGOs, i.e. in addition to the
fixed administrative fee of $50, to provide NGOs with a fixed referral fee of $50
for each successful referral and an accompanying service fee of $70 per hour
based on the actual duration of accompanying services provided.

The CCF Task Force and its working group will continue to monitor the
implementation of the programme and consider adjusting the target beneficiaries
progressively, taking into account factors including the progress of
implementation and the number of dentists participating in the programme, with a
view to benefiting more low-income and needy elders.

Community Care Fund Secretariat
June 2013
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